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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
David Beckham, Michael Owen, Wayne Rooney & Peter Crouch…
Their Common Thread
(DALLAS, Texas) January 31, 2007 – You could say they have one main common thread, but technically they have a few more… Beckham, Owen, Rooney and Crouch are all internationally known soccer players, they were all members of the England Team represented in the 2006 World Cup in Germany, but more importantly to Dallas Cup followers, they all played as boys in the premiere international youth soccer tournament.
It is a great credit to the Dallas Cup, to have had players of this caliber, make appearances as youth players. 

David Beckham, one of the most recognized sportsmen in the world, first appeared in Dallas Cup in the 1990 at the young age of 15. His team, XXXXX, participated in Dallas Cup’s HomeStay program. In his autobiography, Beckham mentions his trips to McDonalds for breakfast with the family he stayed with before heading out to join his team. Since then, David Beckham has practically made himself a household name, signing with Manchester United at the age of 17, only later to play with Real Madrid of Spain, the most recognized name in soccer. He has appeared in over eight World Cups for England and recently announced that he will play under the MLS family at the LA Galaxy. This move to play U.S. soccer could bring awareness and excitement to the game that we have never known before. 
At the age 12, Michael Owen, came to the United States and competed in Dallas Cup XXX, with the North Wales School Select U12 team. Owen signed with,  later played for Real Madrid and eventually returned to Newcastle.

Playing for Everton FC U14 team, Wayne Rooney appeared in Dallas Cup XXX (98/99), then three years later he found himself playing for the Everton FC first team. He became the youngest player to be selected and play on England’s national team. Catching the eye of Sir Alex Ferguson, Rooney found himself in the middle of a bidding war between Newcastle and Manchester United. The “Red Devils”, as Manchester United is called, found themselves the winner of one of the hot young talents in soccer.

When the name Peter Crouch comes up, most people in the United States have no idea who he is and if you were to see him, you would never know he played soccer. He stands at 6’7” and could be easily mistaken for a basketball player than a six figure professional soccer player. Today he plays for Liverpool and has been the tallest player to ever play for the England’s national team. To see him play in Dallas Cup XX, for the Tottenham Hotspurs U19 team, you would never have pegged Crouch as a future superstar. His ball control and heading skills have shown his all around soccer skills. 
What future soccer stars will see at Dr Pepper Dallas Cup XXVIII? Could it be the next Beckham, Owen, Rooney or Crouch? Do you take the chance to miss some of the most talented teams in the world compete here in Frisco, Texas in April? Dallas Cup is only a stepping stone for most players in the small community of soccer, but the common thread it weaves is future superstars in one of the oldest sports in the world. 
Dallas Cup, Inc. is the premiere international boys youth soccer tournament in the United States. Since 1980, Dallas Cup, Inc. has hosted soccer teams from all over the United States and the world. Soccer superstars including David Beckham, Landon Donovan, DeMarcus Beasley and Freddie Adu have participated in Dallas Cup as young amateurs. Dallas Cup, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, headquartered in Dallas, Texas, USA. Additional information about Dallas Cup can be found at www.dallascup.com.

Dr Pepper is a leading brand in the beverage portfolio of Plano, Texas-based Cadbury Schweppes Americas Beverages (CSAB), a subsidiary division of Cadbury Schweppes plc (NYSE:CSG). CSAB is one of the largest producers of soft drinks and premium beverages in the Americas. For additional information on CSAB and its products, visit  www.cadburyschweppes.com/csab.

