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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Chelsea FC Youth Soccer Program: Key To Success At The Top International Club
(DALLAS, Texas) March 22, 2007 – Top international youth soccer teams from around the world will descend on Pizza Hut Park Stadium/Complex on April 1st. Teams from Costa Rica, Canada, Bermuda, Brazil, England, Germany, Mexico, Spain, South Africa, The Netherlands, Republic of Ireland, Japan and El Salvador are set to compete against the very best of U.S. Youth Soccer in Dr Pepper Dallas Cup XXVIII.

This year’s Super Group (U19) division is being touted as the best youth soccer teams assembled for a tournament in the United States. With Real Madrid (Spain) vs. Solar SC (USA) and Chelsea FC (England) vs. Chivas (Mexico) set to kick-off the opening games at Pizza Hut Park Stadium April 1, local soccer fans are in for a week of spectacular soccer.

Chelsea FC – The Russian Revolution

The first Russian Revolution at Chelsea FC occurred when the young Russian billionaire, Roman Abramovich, purchased the club for a record $270 million in 2003. He appointed the highly successful coach, Jose Mourinho from Porto of Portugal and spent over $400 million on the signing of twenty-four of the world’s top soccer players.

Immediate success was achieved as Chelsea won the 2005 English Premier League. This was their first championship title in over 50 years and followed this achievement with a second Premier League Championship in 2006. The winning of back-to-back championships was outstanding, but the manner was even more impressive. In 2005, they finished eight points ahead of second placed Arsenal and again in 2006, another eight point difference over second place Manchester United. 

Great success came with great criticism of the manner of the achievement. World press headlines were typical of public opinion, “If you spend that amount of money you should win” and “Abramovich, you bought the Championship.” Even Sepp Blatter, the FIFA President, expressed fears as to the future of world soccer, when the expenditure of such a huge amount of money by a very rich owner could bring over twenty of the world’s best players to just one club and dominate the league.

Today, Chelsea FC is experiencing the second Russian Revolution, as Abramovich has tightened the transfer purse strings and is aiming to be the world’s number one club. To do this, the club is focusing on its youth program, led by Dutchman Ruud Kaiser, a former Ajax player. Kaiser has been brought in to mastermind the Chelsea youth program and has already stated that the first group of young players ready for first team action will be available in 2008. The squad is primarily made up of English boys that are joined by two Portuguese boys, a Slovak, a Finn, a Spaniard, a Dane and a Israeli. This is the group of players that the Dallas Cup fans will have the opportunity to see when “the boys in blue” step out for their first ever Dallas Cup appearance on Sunday, April 1 at 7:00pm.

Michael Woods, Ben Sahar, both 16 years of age and Sinclair, 17, have already made their debut in Chelsea’s first team. Sahar played in a full international game for Israel against the Ukraine in February. Sinclair was purchased from Bristol Rovers for a fee of $400,000 with further payments depending on his league progress. Michael Woods, 16, has already played in the Premier League and an FA Cup tie and is an England U17 International. Rys Taylor, the goalkeeper for the squad, has played for the Welsh U16 and U19 International teams. Ryan Bertrand, a youngster signed from Gillingham for $250,000 and like Sinclair, further payments on his league progress. This group of outstanding young players is out to show that Coach Kaiser’s prediction will come true.

The competition will be fierce as the 180 teams competing in April come loaded for bear. Soccer fans will not want to miss any of the action, especially with a chance to see future soccer stars who could be playing on their clubs’ first team as soon as they return to their prospective countries. 
Dr Pepper Dallas Cup XXVIII Ticket Information
All- Tournament Adult Passes are $35, All-Tournament Youth Passes are $20 and are good for all stadium day games (includes 5 days and 14 games). Opening Day (April 1) - Adult Tickets are $15 each and Opening Day –Youth Tickets are $5 each. Tickets are available by calling 214/221-3636 or visiting any of The Soccer Corner locations: Plano - 1820 Coit Rd (at the southeast corner of Park & Coit); Colleyville - 3301 Highway 121 (at the southwest corner of 121 & Glade); and Lewisville - 2240 S. Stemmons (at the northeast side of I-35 at Hebron Parkway). All tickets are general admission and individual stadium day games will be available for purchase at the gate (Adults - $10 & Youth $5). Games at Pizza Hut Park complex and Richland College complex will be played through Wednesday, April 4, free of charge, but entry into all stadium games requires a ticket. Get the latest information about Dr Pepper Dallas Cup XXVIII, teams, schedules and more at www.dallascup.com.  

For more information contact Bucki Rogers 214.221.3636 or bucki@dallascup.com
Dr Pepper Dallas Cup XXVIII, the premiere international boys youth soccer tournament in the United States, is a special event presented by Dallas Cup, Inc. Since 1980, Dallas Cup has hosted soccer teams from all over the United States and the world. Soccer superstars including David Beckham, Landon Donovan, DeMarcus Beasley and Freddie Adu have participated in Dallas Cup tournaments as young amateurs. Dallas Cup, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, headquartered in Dallas, Texas, USA. Additional information about Dallas Cup can be found at www.dallascup.com.

Dr Pepper is a leading brand in the beverage portfolio of Plano, Texas-based Cadbury Schweppes Americas Beverages (CSAB), a subsidiary division of Cadbury Schweppes plc (NYSE:CSG). CSAB is one of the largest producers of soft drinks and premium beverages in the Americas. For additional information on CSAB and its products, visit  www.cadburyschweppes.com/csab.

